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Knoll Fire 60% Contained
1700 Evening Update
Payson, AZ, March 31, 2018 —For Immediate Release.
Location:
· Approximately 13 miles northeast of Payson
· Nearest town is Payson, Arizona

Start Date:  	March 30, 2018 	Size:  	60 acres		Percent Contained:  60%
Cause:  Initial investigation indicates this wildfire was human caused by fireworks.  Fireworks are ALWAYS illegal on all National Forests in Arizona and New Mexico.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary:  Firefighters continue to improve and secure fire lines and mop-up hot spots to keep the Knoll Fire within the existing containment lines.  Light smoke may continue to be visible from Forest Service Road 29 over the next few days.  This smoke is from burning logs well inside the fireline, and not a cause for alarm.  One hundred thirty six firefighters remain assigned to the fire, but will begin to be released as the fire winds down.
A temporary closure remains in place around the fire area.  Additional details can be found at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd575561.pdf.  Landowners and/or residents of the communities of Meads Ranch and Long Ranch, Ellison Creek Estates, La Cienega Ranch, Zane Grey Estates, and The Tonto Creek Fish Hatchery; will be allowed to travel Forest Service roads 289, 29, 64 and 430 for entry and exit to residences.
Be extra careful with fire when visiting your public lands.  Make sure your campfire is your campfire is cold to the touch before leaving it.  If the fire is too hot to touch, it is too hot to leave.  Drown and stir your campfire until you can place your hand on the ash.  It only takes one spark to start a wildfire.  Do your part, don’t let a wildfire start.
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