
Gila County Planning and Zoning Commission 
July 19, 2007 
____________________________________________________ 
 
1. Call to order/Pledge of Allegiance 

Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, Don Ascoli at 9:10 am.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Chairman Ascoli. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Commission Present:  Chairman:     Don Ascoli 
                         Vice Chairman:  Lori Brown 
           Members:    Jay Spehar 
               Travis Williams 

                Jack Larimore 
                Mickie Nye 
        Renee Zeising 
        Ron Christensen 
 
              Absent:       Mark Famusa (resigned) 
           
3.      Review and Approval of Minutes 
 

Vice-Chairperson Lori Brown motioned to approve the minutes of June 
21st, 2007, seconded by Commissioner Jack Larimore, motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

4.      Director/Commission Communications 
 

Bob Gould, Director of Community Development informed the 
commission that the Rules of Procedure for the Hearing Officer and the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with ADRE will be presented to the Board 
of Supervisors on July 31st, 2007.   
 
Commission members asked when Stodghill application (comprehensive 
plan amendment) will be presented to them again.  Bob Gould, Director 
of Community Development stated that it should come back to them in 
August.  He has set up a meeting with the Stodghills and the neighbors 
for August 2nd, 2007.  He stated that the commission members could 
attend as long as there was not a quorum. 

 
 He explained that Staff and the Stodhills feel that there are ways to 

structure how they get their trucks on/off the lot. 
 
 The commission requested the Planning and Zoning meeting be held in 

Payson for the August meeting, possibly at the college. 
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5.   CUP-07-01 H & T Trading Post (Owners: Pete Hammond and 

Carolyn White):  Requesting a conditional use permit to allow an 
outdoor recreation supply business.  Property is located at 6024 Calle de 
Loma, Miami, AZ; Gila County Parcel 206-03-163A and 206-03-162B; 
Section 29, T1N, R15E of the G&SRM. 

  
 Bob Gould introduced Rudy Frost who completed the Staff Report for this 

project.  He continued by stating that he and Mr. Frost worked together 
at the Town of Payson for approximately fifteen (15) years.  Rudy was 
the Zoning Administrator for the City of Payson. 

 
 Mr. Gould introduced this item to the commission.  He stated that this 
site is within an R1-D6 zoning district but owner is requesting a 
conditional use permit for the purpose of operating a cottage industry at 
their home.  The property is developed with a home (1500 sq. ft), an 
accessory building (1060 sq. ft.) and an out building (180 sq. ft).  Their 
business is making animal traps in their accessory building.  This was 
actually discovered through the code enforcement program.  Cottage 
industries are permitted in R1 zoning district with a conditional use 
permit. It is compatible with the comprehensive plan. 
 
Staff recommends approval with the following stipulations: 
 

1.  The outdoor recreation supply business shall meet the 
standards for cottage    industries.   

2.  Tax parcels 206-03-162B and 206-03-163A shall be combined 
into one tax parcel number to meet the zoning district standards 
and cottage industry standards.  

3.  Only fifty percent (50%) of the combined floor area of the 
dwelling and accessory buildings, shall be utilized for the 
outdoor recreation supply business. 

4.  There shall be no outdoor displays of merchandise or storage of 
materials associated with the business. 

5.  All parking shall be accommodated on the subject property.  
Handicapped parking and accessibility shall be available for 
customers.  The handicapped parking space and access aisle 
shall be of asphalt or concrete material and shall meet State 
requirements for size, configuration and signage. 

 
 
 
 
 



Planning and Zoning Commission 
July 19, 2007 
Page Three 
 
 

6.  The aggregate signage area for this cottage industry business 
shall be 24 square feet.  Signs shall not be lighted in any 
manner. 

7.  The outdoor recreation supply business shall not be operated on 
Sundays and shall not be operated after 6: 00 pm. 

8.  All business activities shall be conducted inside an enclosed 
building. 

9.  Failure to comply with the conditions one through eight above 
shall be grounds for zoning citations and possible revocation of 
this Conditional Use Permit. 

 
Discussion ensued between Mr. Hammond and the Commission regarding 
his business, how the traps are made and the equipment used to make 
them. 
 
The Commission asked Mr. Gould how long a CUP will be in force.  Mr. 
Gould replied that he believed it was five (5) years and then it is 
reviewed.  If it is still in compliance then you have to allow it to continue.   
 
Commissioner Travis Williams stated that he would like to see the 
commission focus on signage and further stated that he did not have a 
problem with the CUP.  The Commission continued with discussion of 
signage.   
 
The owner, Pete Hammond stated that he would be willing to take down 
the small signs.  After discussion between the Commission and Mr. 
Gould, the consensus was 18 sq. ft. of signage. 
 
Chairman Don Ascoli opened the meeting for public comment. The owner 
spoke on behalf of his business.    
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Renee Zeising with staff 
recommendations and that signage be 18 sq. ft., seconded by Ron 
Christensen, motion passed unanimously. 
 

6. Worksession 
 
 Chairman Ascoli stated that this has surfaced from a conference that he, 

Lori Brown, and Travis Williams attended in November.   
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 Bob Gould, Director of Community Development stated that his power 

point presentation is just his perception of the topics to be discussed with 
the Board of Supervisors.  

 
First and foremost, is discussion on the department, what’s going on with 
it, Planning and Zoning and find out what we want the Board to know 
about our department.  Second, is to come out of that meeting with what 
our priorities are; third, implementation and discipline.  LURPP and the 
Comprehensive Plan reports are past due.   
 
He continued by stating that if we created a planning document and took 
it to the Board of Supervisors and asked them to adopt it; in the future 
he hoped that they would scrutinize the implementation program.  The 
problem of implementation is lack of staff to do the things that they want 
us to do in the time frame that they want us to do it in.  LURPP is one of 
the best planning documents that the Board of Supervisors have done, 
but he qualified that statement asking, “if we adopt this plan what does it 
mean? If I have one staff I can do only this much.  If I have these funds, 
I can only do this much.  Questions like these need to be asked when a 
plan like this is adopted.” 
 
He continued, and talked about historic growth; Yavapai County and 
Mohave County were the same as us in 1960 but they’ve just taken off.  
We have to ask ourselves, is it do to availability of private vs. public land 
or is there more to it than that. 

 
 Discussion ensued between the Commission regarding water, zoning in 

Young, private land and burying family members on private property, 
taxes and private property in southern Gila County that is available.  

 
 Bob Gould, Director stated that the projection for growth in Gila County 

shows very little growth. Housing starts this year have taken a nose dive 
but the revenues have increased due to the raise in fees.   

 
He continued by stating the necessary elements to affect positive growth are a 

planning program, development guides, resources & limitations and 
maintenance. He stated that growth will occur whether you have these 
items or not.  He gave the example of Tonto Basin; we allowed a lot of  
growth on the east side of the creek, now we have a mandate that states 
we have to build a thirty million dollar bridge and that money comes  
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 from tax payers.  That growth out there is going to cost us a lot more 

money than we are ever going to pull in from there.  The point is, decent 
housing would have never put us in this situation. 

   
 The Commission discussed the Forest Service, grazing use, transitioning 

private land to public land, state parks, LURRP, Comprehensive Plan, 
goals at the end of the power point, MOU’s with BLM, Young zoning, 
dedicated man power and representative to the county government 
association, etc. 

 
Lunch Break at 11:45 am and back in session at 12:15 pm. 
 

Discussion continued on LURPP and appointing someone to attend the 
meetings. 
 
After much discussion on a variety of topics, the Commission determined 
that the following goals are to be discussed with the Board of 
Supervisors: 
 

1.  Increase public awareness to Planning and Zoning by educating     
the public 

 2.  Update Zoning Codes 
 3.  Designate a liaison to represent Gila County and LURPP  
 4.  Obtain Intergovernmental Agreement with ADRE 
 5.  Update Lighting Ordinance (leave as separate ordinance) 
 6.  Update Subdivision Regulations 
 7.  Incorporate Zoning Codes to Young 

      
Commissioner Jay Spehar suggested breaking down into groups to achieve the 
goals.   
 
Chairman Ascoli stated that all these ordinances should be in place by the time 
they take zoning codes to Young. 
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:05 pm. 
  

 


