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N
ew regulations for use of all types of reclaim

ed water 
becam

e effective January 2001.  G
ray water use will 

help you save m
oney and conserve Arizona’s valuable 

water.  

W
hat is gray w

ater?  
In the new

 rule, gray w
ater is defined as w

astew
ater, 

collected separately from
 your sew

age flow
, that 

originates from
 a clothes w

asher, bathtub, show
er or 

sink, but not from
 a kitchen sink, dishw

asher or 
toilet.  

T
he O

ld R
ule vs. N

ew
 R

ule  

T
he O

ld W
ay…

  
M

any people w
ere discouraged form

 using gray w
ater 

by previous requirem
ents to subm

it specific design 
plans for A

D
EQ

 review
 and m

eet the chlorination, 
sam

pling 
and 

filtering 
requirem

ents 
necessary 

to 
rem

ain in com
pliance, so they did not apply for the 

required perm
its.  

 T
he N

ew
 W

ay…
  

To 
m

ake 
the 

process 
easier 

for 
hom

eow
ners w

ho w
ant to use gray 

w
ater 

at 
their 

hom
es, 

A
D

EQ
 

developed 
the 

new
 

rules 
w

ith 
stakeholder input. M

any of these 
rules are based on the results of a 
gray 

w
ater 

study 
conducted 

statew
ide.  

T
he basic requirem

ents to use gray w
ater at your 

hom
e are sim

ple:  

N
o

B
uilding 

Perm
its 

for 
plum

bing 
m

odifications necessary to im
plem

ent 
G

ray W
ater Re-use m

ust be obtained 
from

 
G

ila 
C

ounty 
C

om
m

unity 
D

evelopm
ent 

D
epartm

ent 
or 

the 
appropriate 

Tow
n 

C
om

m
unity 

D
evelopm

ent 
D

epartm
ent before beginning construction.  

 review
 or design approval is necessary by G

ila 
C

ounty H
ealth D

epartm
ent. Just follow

 the 13 Best 
M

anagem
ent 

Practices 
on 

the 
next 

panel.  

1. First and forem
ost, avoid hum

an contact w
ith 

gray w
ater.  

2. Y
ou m

ay use gray w
ater for household gardening, 

com
posting, and law

n and landscape irrigation, but 
it should not run off your ow

n property.  
3. D

o not surface irrigate any plants that produce 
food, except for citrus and nut trees.  
4. U

se only flood or drip irrigation to w
ater law

ns 
and landscaping. Spraying gray w

ater is prohibited.  
5. W

hen determ
ining the location for your gray 

w
ater irrigation, rem

em
ber that it cannot be in a 

w
ash or drainage w

ay.  
6. G

ray w
ater m

ay only be used in locations w
here 

groundw
ater is at least five feet below

 the surface.  
7. Label pipes carrying gray w

ater under pressure if 
confusion betw

een gray w
ater and drinking w

ater 
pipes is possible.  
8. C

over, seal and secure storage tanks to restrict 
access by sm

all rodents and to control 
disease-carrying insects.  
9. H

azardous chem
icals, such as antifreeze, 

m
othballs and solvents, cannot be in gray w

ater.  
D

o not include w
ash w

ater from
 greasy or oily rags 

in your gray w
ater.  

10. G
ray w

ater from
 w

ashing diapers or other 
infectious garm

ents m
ust be discharged to a 

residential sew
er or other w

astew
ater facility, or it 

can be disinfected prior to its use.  
11. Surface accum

ulation of gray w
ater m

ust be 
kept to a m

inim
um

.  
12. Should a backup occur, gray w

ater m
ust be 

disposed into your norm
al w

astew
ater drain system

. 
To avoid such a backup, consider using a filtration 
system

 to reduce plugging and extend the system
’s 

lifetim
e.  

13. If you have a septic or other on-site w
astew

ater 
disposal system

, your gray w
ater use does not 

change that system
’s design requirem

ents.  
 

   

G
ila C

ounty  
W

astew
ater D

epartm
ent  

C
ontacts for G

ray W
ater  

R
euse Inform

ation  
   

 
N

orthern A
rea  Payson  

   
(928) 474-9276 

 
 

Southern A
rea  G

lobe  
   

(928)402-4223   
 

 
     

      

 


