
 
 
 
People 65 years old and older 
 
Why aren't adults age 65 years and older included as a priority group for the 2009 H1N1 
vaccination as they are for seasonal influenza, where they are included as part of the age-50-
and-older priority group? 
 
Current studies indicate that the risk of infection, hospitalization, and death from the 2009 H1N1 
influenza virus among persons age 65 years and older is less than is the risk for younger age 
groups. Studies suggest that there is some degree of preexisting immunity to the 2009 H1N1 
strains, especially among adults older than age 60 years. One possible explanation is that some 
adults in this age group have had previous exposure, either through infection or vaccination, to an 
influenza A (H1N1) virus. People age 65 years and older are included as a priority group if they 
live with or care for infants younger than age 6 months or are a healthcare or emergency services 
provider. 
 
Once public health authorities at the local level determine that the H1N1 influenza vaccine 
demand for the 5 target groups has been met, providers will be notified that they can administer 
the vaccine to healthy people ages 25 through 64 years. Once demand for H1N1 influenza 
vaccine among younger age groups is met, vaccination should be expanded to all people age 65 
and older. 
 
 


